Karen National Union Headquarters
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www.knuhg.org

Date: 22 December 2018

Statement regarding the Defence Services Commander—in—Chief’s Office Statement on the

Ceasefire and Eternal Peace

The Karen National Union's Statement regarding the Defence Services Commander-in-Chief Office
Statement an the Ceasefire and Eternal Peace released on 21 December 2018, is as follows:

1

The KNU reflects the Tatmadaw’s action as a positive movement reflecting an adjustment of policy
that allows Ethnic Armed Organisations, such as MNTIP, P5LF and ULA, to participate in the peace
process.

Suspension of all military movements in some areas of Divisional Command in armed conflict for the
sake of the peace process is a constructive action, yet the KNU is aware that the announced
suspension is limited to about a four-months’ timeframe. Thus, we strongly urge the Tatmadaw to
look forward to sustainable peace and show willingness for peace by declaring a ceasefire across the
whaole country, along with the suspension of all military movements.

Due the absence of a common interpretation of the NCA to implement the peace process, the KNU
supports that it is a constructive action to enable a bilateral channel of negotiation for the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement-Signatory Ethnic Armed Organisations (NCA-S EAOs).

The KNU urge the Tatmadaw to follow the NCA noting Chapter 1 Article 1{B) and Chapter 3 Article
5(K) that clearly states there is no forceful resolution of controversial issues and all parties must abide
during the ceasefire period.

During the implementation of peace process based on different interpretations of the NCA, we urge
a dialogue and agree the interim arrangements in NCA Chapter 6 prior to implementing development
projects in the ceasefire areas.



6. Ewven though the Tatmadaw stated that the peace process would be finished in 2020, the KNU is fully
committed to continue negotiations to resolve Chapter 1, Basic Principles, Article 1{A) of the NCA that
has been signed by EAQ's including the KNU, the Government, Hluttaw and Tatmadaw in order to
achieve equality and full self-determination in a Democratic Federal Union through solving political
problems by peaceful means based on the new political culture,
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